Millionaires who ate without work were parasites. Even
they should eat by the sweat of their brow or should
go without food. The only permissible exception was
the disabled for whom society provided. There was a
variety of work for the refugees to do, such as main-
taining sanitation including cleaning of latrines, spinning
and other crafts. They should learn to make the best
of the situation in which they found themselves.
KISANS
Gandhiji then spoke about peasants. If he had
his say, our Governor-General and our Premier would
be drawn from the kisans. In his childhood he had learnt
in the school books that the kisans were heirs to the
kingdom of the earth. This applied to those who laboured
on the land and ate from what tJhey produced. Such
kisans to be worthy of high offices might be illiterate
provided they had robust common sense, great personal
bravery, unimpeachable integrity and patriotism above
suspicion. As real producers of wealth, they were verily
the masters while we had enslaved them. It had been
suggested to Gandhiji that the higher secretariat posts
should also be manned by kisans. He would endorse
this suggestion provided they were suitable and had
knowledge of the work expected of them. When kisans
of this type were forthcoming he would publicly 2tsk
ministers and others to make room for them.
i
FOOD SHORTAGE IN MADRAS
In conclusion Gandhiji referred to the food situation
in Madras. Emissaries on behalf of the Madras Govern-
ment had approached Shri Jairamdas to arrange for
food supplies to that Province. Gandhiji felt sorry at
this attitude. He wished to impress on the people of
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